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nerally the same ; for when Pharaoh king of Egypt
dreamed his first dream of the seven fat, and the
seven lean kine, Gen. xli. the words are express,
ver. 8; He sent for all the magicians and all the wise
men of Egypt; and what followed ? there was none
that could interpret his dream. Upon which, Joseph
was sent for; where, by the way, you may observe
the difference between Joseph and the wise men or
magicians, let them be what they will. The wise
men came when they were sent for, and they put
the king to the trouble of telling them his dream,
and, as we may believe, went away to consult and
consider of an answer. If they could have amused
the king with any sham answer, so as to have
quieted his thoughts, which were disturbed with the
oddness of the appearance, they would certainly
have done it; whence I conclude they were not
either of the second sort of magicians, who by trick
and charm, muttering of words, drawing figures,
and such empty and simple formalities, did their
work; if they had, they would certainly have cheated
the king with some of their impostures and legerde-
main, and have made him accept of this or that
wild story for an interpretation.

Nor were they diabolical magicians, such as by a
real and immediate conversation with the Devil, or
some of his invisible agents, which we call evil spi-
rits, wrought their usual wonders, or delusions like
wonders; and such as perhaps those afterwards
made use of by another Pharaoh king of Egypt
really were, who mimicked the miracles of Moses
in the sight of the king and his court: if they had
been such, the Devil would not have suffered them
to be so disgraced before their lord, as to go away
and say they could make nothing of it, nor give him
the interpretation; the Devil would certainly have
furnished them with some kind of interpretation,
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